RHS Newsletter
Grapevine

In This Issue: Results of BBQ fundraiser. Update on our Facebook page.

Next lunch details, and look back at those old classrooms. Do we have
Digital Amnesia? Sporting efforts being rewarded on the sports fields. A possible difficulty some of you may have making your health
records available to medical service providers in a national scheme. Ford Factory Closure. Gambling advertising. [BWR]

A Fun Gathering at August Luncheon.

Again, there were 24 at our lunch which was set out similarly to the May lunch, which saw us seated all together on a longtable,
separatefrom the smaller groups of diners,justasitwasinMay. We were looked after well by the staff, with two people
servingeach side of the table. It seemed to be more efficientthan for the previous lunch. Now, with the Royal Melbourne Show
and Melbourne Cup Day over, we rush, head longtowards Christmas /New Year with holidaysand allthatencompasses for each
of us, itseems a good time to have our end of year luncheon ... read on.

Last Ex-students’ Lunch for 2016.

This is the lastluncheon before the end of the year. It will beheld on Thursday, 10th November 2016. Don’t forget to book in;I
must confirm our booking with the RSL management, so pleaselet me know ifyou will bethere by no later than Tuesday g™
November 2016. See more details onlastpage of this issue. [BWR]

Successful Fund-raising Barbecue in August.

The barbecue was conducted under less thanideal weather conditions atthe rear of the new Bunnings store in Ringwood. The
bleak weather kept shoppers home andit wasn’t until the sunmade anappearanceinthe afternoon that sales started to
improve. In the final countwe hadraised $660 to go to the Heritage Perpetual Scholarship Fund, and a thank you to those who
did offer some of their time on the day. The BBQ was to increasethe invested capital of the fund created in 2015 by the
Heritage and Alumni Group committee, to assiststudents commencing Years 11 and 12 in 2017 where they arefindingfinancial
difficulties completing Years 11 and 12 at Ringwood Secondary College. Students are selected by aninterview process.
— N . This year, one student was assisted fromthe fund. A few of the committee members
met that lass recently who was most grateful for our assistance;shetold usitwould
have been very difficultfor her parents to meet the costs of her proposed course of
study at RSC without this assistance. Applicationforms aregoing out now for the 2017
year to select students who may need some assistance fromthis fund.

We had hoped that ex-students would contribute to this worthwhile cause but sofar
the responses have been few. The money raised atthis BBQ has been added to the
fund towards achieving our goal of increasingthefund’s capital to a self-sustainable
level. We do need helpto raisefunds to assistmorethan one student each year in future years. You can make your
contribution of any amount by contactinga Heritage committee member or contactthe school directon (03) 9870 2002. All
contributions willbe most welcome andto those who have already contributed, thank you from the Heritage and Alumni Group
and RSC. [Photo: Some of those who helped at the BBQ] [BWR]

Activity has increased on our RSC Chat Site.

BB stephen icGoldrick updated the group pho Already, some new photos have shown up on this site and many names of those inthem

have ben identified. Membership is graduallyincreasing, bringingwith it many new photos
and memories of older students. “Gosh, did we reallylooklikethat?”, “I know her, |
wonder where sheis now?”, “He was our Form Captain, wasn’t he?”

—— ®  Perhaps you have comments to add about your classmates. Joinin, be partof the old school
Uﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂﬂnﬂnhd gatherri)n;. The RSC Heritage and Alumni G:/oup has created this Facebo?:k chatsitefor
anyone wishingto be a member of the Ringwood Secondary College (RSC) Alumni. The site
is called Yakkity Hi RSC Alumni Chat Site. “Yakkity Hi” is aboriginal for “chatter”and appeared on RHS magazine covers.

If you would liketo joinyou will need to have your own Facebook page. If you have not joined Facebook, you will need to do so.
It only takes about 20 minutes to set up and itis well worth the effort. Google Yakkity Hi RSC Alumni Chat Site andjoinin.

Best of Both Worlds.
When we were young, we were told that old adagethat eating “an applea day keeps the doctor away.” We were alsotold that
eating anappleis likecleaningyour teeth. Put together, those reasons make eating toffee apples a good choicefor fruit.
Lifeis sexually transmitted.
I’d like to grow my own food ... as soon as | find out where to buy bacon seeds.
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Do you remember these desks?

These were the desks we hadinthe “olden” days. Two people sittingside
by side,sharingone inkwell inthe centre. Thisimage was at RHS in 1954,
This room has seating for 46 students. Classrooms look a lotdifferent now.
Were you ever aninkmonitor? Itseemed likea simplejob — justput your
finger over the littlehole in the rubber bottle top to stop the ink flowinto
the inkwell and fill theinkwell by removing your finger from the hole. We
were not told we would end up with inkon our fingers doing it!
Worsestill, were you ever asked to put the ink powder into the empty
bottle, fill itwith water and shakeit vigorously until all the powder
dissolved? Iwas! Not sureifit was RHS, or a primaryschool, butl didit.
To shakethe bottle you needed your thumb over the top of the bottle,
which was easier said than done when you were 10 or 11 years old. That is

when you got ink on your fingers — and hands. [BWR]
Photo taken from earlyschool records, nowdigitised.

Long Awaited Victories.

| will make itclear from the start that | am not a football fan, nor a follower of anyclub, but | was among the many that adopted
Western Bulldogs (Footscray) on Grand Final Day and wished them a victory over the favourites,and more prominent, Sydney
Swans team. Repeated news items inthe lastweek told us the club had all youngplayers who had never playedina final and
came to the fore late inthe season. Why wouldn’t you supporttheir efforts for getting that far near the end of the season? A
chancemeeting of a person| knew opened a conversation with me by saying, “Who do you think will win on Saturday?” He was
not the only personto do sothat day. It grabbed the attention of many people likeme, | am sure,and like me, they wanted to
see the underdogs win (no pun intended).

It was not my intention to watch the match on TV, but justto peek inevery so often to see how they were going, but when | saw
how closethe scores were, | succumbed and stayed for longer than | expected — for all of the second half. The resultwas great.
I, like many others, was pleased to see them win a Grand Final for the firsttime in 62 years.

The following Monday night | heard that the Cronulla Sharks had won the NRL Grand Final for the firsttime in their club’s 50
year history. So itwas a weekend for new starts for these clubs. | amguessingboth clubs will have enjoyed the festivities (sol
am told) that followed these great events and have great hopes of continuing their winning streaks inthe 2017 season.[BWR]

Do we have Digital Amnesia?

An articlein Reader’s Digest, September 2016, suggests we have ‘outsourced’ our memories to harddrives, telephone and
computer memories, justclickinga name or a telephone number, or digital storage of people we need to contact. All too easy,
but does it come ata cost? The author of the articlesuggests itdoes by askinga question. Canyou remember as many names,
phone numbers and addresses of friends that you could some years ago? Ifthe answer is ‘no’, then you may have digital
amnesia. Many will arguethat by storinginformation ‘digitally’, we can useour limited brain capacity for more important
things. On the other hand, those around the ages of 16 to 24 would probablytell you that losingdata on their smartphones or
computers would be a far greater loss of memory information to them. | know that | cannot remember as many phone numbers
as lused to do, but a few favourites arestill quite prominentin my memory. The full articledelves into other brain functions.

Running in Corridors.

Do you remember being told not to runinthe corridors atschool? Of course, many of us would answer
‘ves’, itseemed to happen every day. Well, here’s an interesting asideaboutthe word ‘corridor’ which
evolved from the Latin currere ‘to run’ and actually means ‘runningplace’. The modern senseof ‘along
passageina building’ dates from the early 19" centu ry. [Photo from college archives)
[Source: blog.oxforddictionaries.com via Reader’s Digest].

My Health Record.

At a recent visittomy GP, | was presented with an applicationformto complete if| wanted my health records made available to
other medical clinicsand hospitals nationwide. | thought it was a good idea, because we intend travellingnow we have more
time, sol completed all the details required, which consisted of boxes labelled ‘yes’and ‘no’. Ididall thatand signedit. The
receptionisttold me that when | sawthe doctor | was to make a longer appointment next time, sothe doctor could go through
my records with me and make sure all thedetails of previous services were there. It seemed easy, sowhen | saw the doctor that
day| told him that | had completed the application for my next visit.

He offered to do itthen as he “had a few moments” before the next patient. He ‘pulled up’ (computer speakfor lookingatmy
records on his computer) and checked a few dates of significant procedures —there are quite a few of them on my records.
When itwas completed he told me to log onto the My Health Record website when | went home and verify the details he
submitted and make notes of items missingor in need of amendment. It sounded easy.
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Later, | ‘logged on’ to the site | had to create a password (another password!)and press ‘continue’ — there were many pages
with ‘continues’ and at the end | had to provide my mobile phone number. Why? Becauseifl wanted to see my records just
loaded, | hadto request them by computer and have my mobile phone nearby sol could see the code that would be sent to me
by SMS, andinsert that code where itsaid ‘insertcode’ on my computer screen. | was ableto see the listafter all that, but my
questionis,what aboutthe many people who don’t have computers, or mobile phones? This system requires both a computer
AND a mobile phone to make it all work. That process of getting an access codeby SMS applies every time you want to see My
Health Record. |know itis asecuritythingto ensure my privacy, butitis tedious and impossiblewithoutthe tools.

Many of our members don’t have computers, soitappearedthat they cannotuse this system, but surely, if they intend to travel,
wouldn’tit be handyto have access toall your medical records to prevent doctors wastingtime if you needed medical
assistance; checkingfor allergies and medical specificconditions beforethey treat you? 1don’t have an answer, but | would be
interested in hearingfrom anyone who has set up their My Health Record without a computer or a mobilephone. [BWR]

TV Topics.

Whilewatching more TV programs that | normally would do, | found something quite disturbingand thatwas the number and
frequency of advertisements for gambling, and the number of companies promoting gambling. | think every Australian knows
how addictivegamblingruins lives and | don’tbelieve it needs to be promoted as heavilyasitis oncommercial television. Those
who gamble already know where to gamble, so why alertothers to the availability of easy gambling from their armchair, or for
those who may see itas a way to wineasy money? As a “come on” some companies offer money back teasers if certain events
take placeordon’t take placeoutside of the original bet. For example, inthe Melbourne Cup you may get your money backif
the horse you backed ranlast. Inother sports there was some money backifsome player you bet on did not achieve what was
stated inthe bet, such as a cricketer not making 100 runs or a nominated footballer not kicking the firstgoal of the match.

I am not a gambler and never have been, but | have seen what happens to people who startwith a few dollarsand how quickly it
becomes a pay packet — the familyhome. Italsoannoys me that after a series of these gambling company promotions the TV
channel runs a shortannouncement on dangers of problem gambling and who to call for help, as ifthat justifies their decision to
accept gambling advertisements. At the end of each gamblingadvertisement there is a disclaimer which states, “Gamble
responsibly”. A similar comment follows alcohol advertisements, “Drink responsibly”. They wouldn’t need those disclaimersi f
they didn’t advertisethese harmful products. In my opinion, nolevel of gamblingcanbe considered responsible. [BWR]

The End of an Era.

We sawthe lastFordroll outof the Ford Factory in Broadmeadows on 7 October. What a pity! | never owned a Ford car but |
was given one to drive duringa part of my careerin 1961, itwas an XK Station Wagon, but mostly | remember the large white
steering wheel andits five turns from lock-to-lock. Itwas alsothe firstnew car |l drove, albeitin PMG Grey finish.

Ford has been partof Australia’s history,and Victoria’s history, for 91 years. It was the home of the firstutility builtin this
country. Along with Holden they became icons of the Australian automotiveindustry and together they created the ongoing
rivalry onracetracks of BLUE versus RED, a friendlyrivalrythathad car owners takingsides at V8 Supercarraced around
Australia. This closureis a foretaste of the future as Holden and Toyota go the same way next year. Itspells theend of the
automotive industry and motor engineering expertise in Australia. No more, sadly, will webe ablesaywe have an Australian-
builtcar. Read more about the Ford Falcon history at http://www.motoring.com.au/falcon-friday-fast-facts-104165/ [BWR]
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Final EX-STUDENTS’ LUNCHEON for 2016
This is our End of Year luncheon

**The RSL entry is from the Kendall St car park**

Thursday 10" November 2016. We start around midday
Location: Ringwood RSL in Station St Ringwood.
Enter the RSL car parks from either James Street or Kendall Street.
** GF Seniors’ meals are available on request. **
Email to barry.ring@bigpond.com or phone 9725 7535
Please Note: Bookings close on Tuesday, 8™ November 2016.

Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle?
Do illiterate peopleget the full effect of Alphabet Soup?

At our fund-raising BBQin August one customer told me her children consider tomato sauceas a separatefood group.
“They haveiton everything,” she told me.

Why is it that Terms and Conditions, Disclaimers and special conditions for companies that advertise on TV
always appear so small no matter what size TVscreen you have? Additional charges often appear there too.
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